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ROLAND L. LEBLANC 
Private First Class (PFC), United States Army

Personal information:  PFC Roland L. Leblanc RA 11129126,  B Company, 1st Battalion, 
8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division.  Missing in Action (MIA) on 2 November 1950, presumptive finding of death: 31 December 1953.  His name does not appear on the “Johnnie Johnson List,” or the “Missing in Action, Captivity” report compiled from returning POWs (see end note).  Field Search Case 310F.  

General situation and circumstances of loss:  The last week of October 1950, Republic of Korea (ROK) Army units of the EIGHTH U.S. Army were conducting an offensive movement north of the Chongchon River deep inside North Korea, and were pushing toward the Yalu River.  The Peoples’ Liberation Army of the Chinese Communist Forces (CCF) struck the 
ROK 1st and 6th Divisions in a surprise attack about 60 miles north of Pyongyang to blunt this offensive.  In response, the U.S. I Corps rushed the 1st Cavalry Division forward to the Unsan area to bolster the ROK units.  The 8th Cavalry Regiment was the lead unit.  On 1 November 1950, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry took up positions immediately north and northwest of Unsan, with B Company anchoring the Battalion’s right flank  (Unsan is located 50 air miles southeast of the Yalu River).  The 2nd Battalion moved in to guard the Nammyon River valley west of the town.  The 3rd Battalion was positioned in reserve in the south end of the Nammyon River valley.  
In the evening of 1 November 1950, 1st Battalion was hit by rockets and mortars followed by Chinese infantry probing attacks.  Through the night of 1 November the Chinese hit both the 
1st and 2nd Battalions, infiltrating their lines in several places and causing 1st Battalion to nearly run out of ammunition.  Among those places infiltrated was the left flank between 1st Battalion and E Company, 2nd Battalion.  In danger of being surrounded, the Commander, 1st Cavalry Division got permission to withdraw his unit to Ipsok towards midnight of 1-2 November.  
1st and 2nd Battalions succeeded in extricating themselves, moving southeast of Unsan along the Samtan River valley, albeit with heavy losses.  
The units passed through the town of Unsan, which was by then thoroughly infiltrated with Chinese, who rained down small arms fire on them from rooftops and from behind roadblocks.  3rd Battalion, the last unit in the withdrawal order, was cut off and surrounded in two large pockets south of Unsan, and 600 of its 800 men were killed, captured or missing.  
PFC LeBlanc became missing during the withdrawal from the Unsan area.  Prisoners from this battle were interviewed after the 1953 armistice concerning men who were killed or taken prisoner and his name did not come up, so we have no information to indicate he was ever captured.
Continuing efforts to resolve Korean War loss cases:  In an effort to achieve the fullest possible accounting of missing U.S. servicemen, the predecessors of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)—the Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) and the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), formerly the Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii (CILHI), negotiated with the government of North Korea from 1996 to 2004 and in 2011 for access to crash sites, battlefields, and prison camp cemeteries.    

CILHI/JPAC excavations in North Korea, 1996 through 2005, have resulted in the recovery and repatriation of remains of over 220 U.S. servicemen and that effort was expected to continue in 2012 in Unsan County and the Chosin Reservoir area.  From 1996 to 1997 and 2000 to 2005, our recovery operations in North Korea took place in Unsan County and other locations.  In previous years Unsan County was searched in 1996-1997 and also in 2000 to 2005.  We were to return to Unsan in 2012 but had to suspend operations planning for DPRK work because their Government failed to abide by the provisions of an arrangement both sides signed in October 2011.  The North Koreans conducted their own recoveries in the Unsan area, returning remains to us in 1954 and again in the early 1990s and 2007, though we have no indication they found the remains of PFC LeBlanc.  They did report to us in 2010 finding remains and a Dog Tag from a missing I Company, 3rd Battalion man, which we intend to investigate at the earliest opportunity.
We have also conducted operations in South Korea every year since the beginning of the last decade except 2004, and they returned there in 2015, conduct air and ground loss investigations and recoveries.  
In archival research initiatives, the North Koreans authorized limited access to their main military museum and national library in Pyongyang for POW/MIA-related research.  The North Koreans provided our researchers with a selection of documents and artifacts from these archives for review during visits in 1997, 1998, and 1999.  We also reviewed information from Chinese sources, including 2004 and later searches of their main Korean War museum in Dandong and their Army’s Publishing House.  Unfortunately they found no information on PFC LeBlanc.  The Chinese in meetings with our office stated in 2006 and reiterated in 2007 their intent to conduct searches for information in their archives on U.S. Korean War missing, as they relocate and reorganize their war records.  In 2008, 2012 and 2015 DPMO/DPAA and the Chinese signed arrangements that for the Chinese, authorizes them to release such information.  Their reporting to date has involved information on our losses over China and North Korea. We hope this multiyear initiative will shed more light on our other losses from the Korean War.
We also actively seek information from U.S. sources about PFC LeBlanc’s loss, including research in the National Archives and regular dialogue with Korean War veterans associations, in the hope of developing new leads.  While these men could provide no new information about the loss of PFC LeBlanc, we will forward any new discoveries to family members through the U.S. Army Casualty Office.

15 October 2015 
The “Johnnie Johnson List” was a list compiled by Army SGT Wayne Johnson, who was captured in July 1950 and repatriated in August 1953.  The list had nearly 500 names of men, of so the called “Tiger Group” (mostly men from the 24th Infantry Division), who were captured early in the war.  The men on this list died in or en route to North Korean POW Camps.  The “Missing in Action, Captivity” report is a list that was created from the debriefings of every POW who was returned to military control during Operation Little Switch and Big Switch.  They were all asked to review the MIA rosters and to point out everyone on the list who they remembered as POWs (or whose loss they recall just prior to capture).
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